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Who We Are

m Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
U BWSR focuses on helping private landowners enhance conservation

practices on their land to achieve state goals for clean water, clean air,
and abundant fish and wildlife.

6'“C % Blue Thumb — Planting for Clean Water
T MML *x\? A statewide partnership helping property owners reduce runoff and

p—

PLANTING FOR CLEAN WATER"

Metr() A Minneapolis-based non-profit that coordinates the Blue Thumb

q/ Blooms partnership. Metro Blooms partners with communities to create resilient
landscapes and foster clean watersheds, embracing the values of equity

and inclusion to solve environmental challenges.

0

improve water quality. Blue Thumb partners include cities, watershed

districts, landscape designers, contractors and native plant nurseries.
Metro Blooms



Meet today’s presenters:

Megan Reich
Metro Blooms/Blue Thumb
Education Team

Alexandra Zerzan
Metro Blooms/Blue Thumb
Education Team

Dan Shaw
Minnesota Board of Water and Soils Resources
Senior Ecologist/Vegetation Specialist




BWSR
About Lawns to Legumes Blue
‘wm
Building a movement to protect Minnesota’s pollinators
(Program started June 2019)
Funding Sources: Program Focus:
e Legislative Citizen Commission e Establish pollinator habitat projects
on Minnesota Resources, on residential landscapes across
Environment and Natural Minnesota to support the rusty
Resources Trust Fund patched bumblebee and other

e Minnesota General Fund pollinators.




About Lawns to Legumes: Three Components

Pollinator Pathways

e Grants of $20,000-$40,000 to build pollinator corridors in
partnership with local communities

Individual Resident Support:

e Grants of $400 to individual residents to install pollinator habitat
in their own gardens, along with technical assistance to
complete projects through our educational workshops and
coaches

Free DIY Resources

e Resources for DIY pollinator habitat projects: guides, plant lists,
design templates, and more on bluethumb.org







Why Native Plants?

Conservation Challenges

e Recent research shows significant declines in
insects across the world—more than 40% of
insect species are declining.

e Insects make up the base of the food web and
are critical for many other forms of life.

e Native plants support insects.




Minnesota’s State Bee

Rusty Patched Bumble Bee Bumble Bees Need:

(Bombus affinis)
e Nesting areas/shelter

e Populations of the rusty e Food: Blooming native flowers
patched bumble bee have throughout the growing
declined more than 80% in 20 season
years! e Protection from chemicals,

insecticides and fungicides.
Connected, high quality
habitat to increase foraging
and reproductive success

e Listed as an Endangered
Species in 2017

e Named Minnesota State Bee
in 2019




Other Benefits of Native Plants

Support soil health and stabilize
soil

Increased stormwater capture
Provide food for pollinators
Create wildlife habitat

Resilient to drought +
environmental challenges
Beautify our communities!




A Note on Cultivars...

IMPORTANT: Cultivars,
nativars, and hybrids are
genetically modified for
aesthetics or other traits
and provide limited
nutrition to pollinators.
They are not reimbursed
by Lawns to Legumes.
(More info on that later!)

Native plants vs cultivars/hybrids

Identifying cultivars
« Cultivars usually have single quotes around their name
« Hybrids have an “X” in their name
« Check the plant tag! Look for whimsical names
« Shop at a native plant nursery instead of a chain store

Examples of cultivars/hybrids
«» Gaillardia 'Spintop Orange Halo'
« Spintop Orange Halo Blanket Flower 6'“( ""3«»
« Gaillardia X grandiflora T‘“‘m ?
p—

Cultivar

'Cinderella’
Butterfly Flower
¢ cultivar of Swamp Milkweed
(Asclepias incarnata)

Native

Butterfly Weed
(Asclepias tuberosa)



Plan your project

Lawns to Legumes Grant Basics

Steps to a successful grant project:

M Confirm participation in program
A Plan your project

the CHANGE
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Plan your project

Five Project Types

Pocket Planting Trees and Shrubs Pollinator Container  Pollinator Lawn

Meadows Garden
Variations:

- Rain garden
- Boulevard Planting
- Lakeshore Buffer



Plan your project

1 - Native Plant Pocket Planting

e There’s room in almost every
yard for a small native plant
garden

e A small garden bed can be
enough to offer pollinator habitat
throughout the year.

e Starting small is often the
smartest approach. Even a small
project makes a difference for
pollinators!




Plan your project

2 - Pollinator Beneficial Trees and Shrubs

Trees and shrubs add another
dimension to your yard and garden.
They can also provide:

e Early-season forage for pollinators
Edible fruit
Shade
Autumn color
Winter structure




3-

Pollinator Meadows

A large planting of diverse and native
plants can be created all at once, or
you can start with a small garden and
expand it every year.

Especially in a larger garden, it is
good to have a strong mix of grasses
and flowers. Native grasses provide
many benefits, not least being the
number of pollinator species that nest
in them or feed on them in their larval
states.

Plan your project




Plan your project

4 - Container Garden

e A great option if you live in an
apartment or don’t have outdoor
space for a garden.

e You can still help pollinators by
planting native plants in pots on your =
balcony or porch, and native container
plantings can thrive for years with
proper care.




Plan your project

5 - Pollinator Lawns

Fine Fescues, along with low growing flowers can work together to provide a
low-maintenance turf alternative that supports native bees.

Self Heal
Fine Fescue grass

White Clover

Creeping Thyme



Plan your project

6|Mc

Facebook  Instagram  YouTube  Metro Blooms Newsletter _ English
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Plant Finder

e How much sunlight is there? e e o

e What is the soil moisture of the site? TN e, e

e Do you have blooming flowers - = — =
throughout the growing season (3 § .
species in spring, summer, and fall)?

e Add native grasses and sedges too!

e Find plant ideas with Blue Thumb’s
Plant Finder (bluethumb.org/plants) or
plant lists on Blue Thumb’s Resources

page \

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee



http://bluethumb.org/plants

Planting Layout

Mixture of grasses, flowers, and

shrubs

Keep species together in groups:
easier for you to identify and maintain,

and for bees to find!
Put shorter plants in “front”

Sample design templates available on
Blue Thumb’s Resources page

Plan your project

PLANTING PLAN PLANT LIST

1CON] Q1Y [COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME WT_|SPAGING | BLOOM
@ | 11| wid Ginger Asarum canadense & | 1 |Aeray
4l |5 [iacobis Ladder Polemonium reptans T[T | aprune
)| 3 wid Geranium Geranium maculatum T2 1 [Maydne
3| Big-Leaved Aster [ Aster macrophyllus [z
'O [ 3 [Tall Thimbleweed Anemone virginiana June-Aug,
O 3 |Zszag Goldenrod Soldago flexicauls AugOct
© | o Bottiebrush Grass Eymus hystrix July-Sept
© ] 6| columbine Aquilegia canadensis 73| 1 [Mayy
@ | 3 |Rose Turtiehead Chelone Iyonii Hot Lips' 74| 2 |JulySept

PLANTING NOTES

« Ifyour native garden s a different shape than
shown on this plan, that's ok. These notes will

help you place the plants i the right spots.

Consider where you willview the garden from

when placing plants.

Plant i clusters or groups of 3 or more.

Put shorter plants near the outer edge.

Put taller plants near the back or center.

Use the plant s as a guide for heights. t i

organized from shortest to tallest plants.

« Have fun. Don't stress. Enjoy your new gard
and polinator guests!

Wild Strawberry
Trislow.

d
throughout nis
plonting,
helping fo
stabilze soil
and conserv
moisture and
providing finy

but delicious
eary summer

height 24"

e the center
portion of fhe design.
shown n the dofted
black

forage efficiently.

Low growing pians
are on the edges,
taller plants

in the center

GRAPHIC SCALE
2! 4 8

Tinch = 4feet

Alow-giowing Purple Praife
nfive corol bel, il Cloveris a
Alumroot araceful legume
provides early that forms @
blooms and i's coneflower, i
shorter than s

cwood and
Proiie Dropseect il extremely i Beautiul fuzzy
gross siver folioge.

height 24" 5 3 heiahl 24~

Seplember-Oct.

Feafured Polinator:
Minnesota's State Bee
Rusty-Patched Bumble Bee
Bombus affinis

Key nectar and pollen
plants include Purple Prairie




Design Elements

Mulch retains water, suppresses
weeds, and keeps your planting
looking neat.

Edging looks nice and can help frame
your garden.

Plant identification tags educate
passersby and help you keep track of
your plants.

The L2L yard sign helps convey the
purpose of your planting (you’ll be
mailed one once you complete your
project!

Plan your project




Install your project

Lawns to Legumes Grant Basics

Steps to a successful grant project:

[{ Confirm participation in program
Plan your project
[ Install your project
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Install your project

Site Preparation

e Removing sod

e For tree plantings and rain
gardens: call 811 (Gopher State
One) to locate public utilities
o Dig at least 10 feet away

from buried lines

e For boulevard plantings: check

your city for height restrictions




Install your project

Sod Removal: The Manual Method

e Remove sod with a sod kicker
e Turn, loosen and rake soil
e Apply mulch
o shredded hardwood mulch
stays in place best
e Plant!



Sod Removal: Sheet Mulching

“Sheet mulch” with a layer of cardboard
covered with mulch to suffocate the grass
beneath. Let sit for at least several weeks for
best results.
o When you're ready to plant, brush aside the
mulch and cut small holes into the
cardboard to dig a hole for each plant.

Learn about more site preparation methods with the
Xerces Society guide to Organic Site Preparation

Install your project




Buying Native Plants

e Check the Eligible Expenses Guide before purchasing
plants!

o  Only native Minnesota plants can be reimbursed. Check
the native range of a plant using the USDA PLANTS
database or the Minnesota Wildflowers website (linked on
Grantee Guide).

o Cultivars, “nativars,” hybrids and non-native annuals are not
eligible for reimbursement. Review our Native Plants vs
Cultivars handout (linked on Grantee Guide).

e We recommend choosing vendors from our Native Plant
Nurseries and Retailers page.

o If you don’t have a nursery near you, many on our list offer
delivery. Don’t forget to save your receipts!




Install your project

Install your Project

Installation tips for each project type are covered in depth on our
website and in our upcoming project webinars



Spring Planting Timing

® Wait until soil temperatures rise to 50 degrees.
When you see dandelions flowering, it’s a good
sign that you can start your projects.

o Pre-order plants in winter, or buy from
plant sales and retailers in spring

e Mid to late May through early June is an ideal
window to get plants in the ground, before the
summer heat.

e |[f planting in late June and early July, be sure
your plants get enough water (more on that
soon).




Why Plant in Fall?

® During fall, plants don’t deal with the stress of
hot temperatures. This triggers plants into
moving their energy from their branches and
leaves to their roots, giving them a strong
foundation to survive through the winter and
emerge well-established in the spring.

e During fall, you won’t need to water your new
planting as often as you would in spring and
summer!

e Minnesota’s fall planting season is typically late
August through early October (6-8 weeks
before the first expected frost)




Native Pocket Plantings

Once any sod is
removed, turn, loosen,
and rake the soil. Avoid
deep tilling.

Apply mulch before
planting to prevent soil
erosion.

Lay out the plants before
you put them in the
ground so that you're
happy with their spacing.

Install your project




Install your project

Trees and Shrubs

e Dig a hole as deep and at least twice
as wide as the root ball
Straighten, cut, or remove circling roots

e Place tree in hole at appropriate height
(root flare or top root should be at or
slightly above ground level) and
straighten the tree

e Gently but firmly backfill hole, watering
periodically to reduce air pockets




Pollinator Meadow

Bit-by-bit: Multiple pocket plantings side by side and over
time.

All at once;

e Use smaller plants (plugs) and/or seed, to cover more
area for the same cost.
e Check with the supplier of your native seeds or seed
mixes for specific planting instructions.
o Some seeds are best sown in the fall
o Most plantings grown from seed will take at least 3
years before they are even close to establishment
e Protect against erosion

Install your project




Pollinator Lawns

Basic Example and Instructions
*If the lawn doesn’t have a lot of aggressive invasive
plants that will spread, this method may be right for

you:

1.  Mow lawn as short as possible
2. Rake clippings to expose soil as much as

possible

For seeding rates and more options and info, see
bluethumb.org/turf-alternatives

Install your project




Install your project

Pollinator Lawns

3. Spread seed. Compost or sand make
good bulking agents.

4. Keep moist until sprouting, and then cut
back on watering and stop fertilizing.

5. Maintenance: Never again mow below
3 inches. Trim in the fall. Herbicides will kill
your flowers, so hand weed.

For seeding rates and more options and info, see bluethumb.org/turf-alternatives



Install your project

A note on protection from herbivores

e Squirrels, rabbits, and deer see many native
plants as a welcome snack.

e When tender seedlings are first in the ground,
consider putting up chicken wire around your
planting or placing individual mesh nets over
the plants.

e Select plants around the perimeter of your
garden that are less appealing to herbivores.
(Natives in the mint family and onion family,
plants that are rough, prickly, or hairy).



Maintain your project

Water during dry periods — at least 1” per week for the first year.
Pull weeds! Get them while they are small

Keelo plantings clear of debris
Replace mulch and plants as needed

Which one of these would you rather pull?

Photo Credits: Lake Country Calendar, Metro Blooms, MDC Discover Nature



Resources to help

Lawns to Legumes Grant Basics

Steps to a successful grant project:

M Confirm participation in program
M Plan your project

oN i M Install your project

m oo G A Resources to help

your yard
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Resources to help

Online Resources: Grantee Guide

Facebook  Instagram  YouTube  Metro Blooms Newsletter  English

e

Your main resource for program T“ — e

PLANTING FOR CLEAN

requirements, deadlines, and Grantee Guide

About  Blue Th nership Learn EVTERLIELI N Plant Finder

About + Apply

Coaching Information

q u e St i O n S Request Reimbursement

Are you a Lawns to Legumes grantee? This guide is for you! Map Your Pollinator Project

e Step by step guide to
completing and submitting Step 1: Getting Started
your project

e Project Gallery

e Frequently Asked Questions

* Confirm your participation in the program! Follow the link that was emailed to you to accept your
grant.

» Before you start your project, remember to take “before” photos of your project area. You will need
to take “after” images once your project is completed.

* Attend a grantee training webinar (you will be emailed details) or watch a webinar recording (see
below). The Fall 2024 webinar recording will be available after July 17th.

* Review reimbursable project expenses in the Eligible Expenses Guide.

 All grantees will have access to “The Hive!” The Hive is a new community platform for grantees to
connect. You will receive an email to access The Hive. Connect with each other in your region’s

“space,” share resources, get answers from coaches, and get program updates from L2L staff.

* Read the auide below! If vou'd prefer to download a orintable auide. click here.

https://bluethumb.org/lawns-to-legumes/grantee-guide/



Resources to help

Online Resources: Eligible Expenses Guide

Linked on the Grantee Guide

Understand what plants and
materials are eligible for
reimbursement

ltems not on this list are not
reimbursable under the Lawns to
Legumes program

Review this guide before making
purchases!

Facebook  Instagram  YouTube  Metro Blooms Newsletter  English
B'MC y
T““m b About  Blue Thumb Partnership Learn  Lawns to Legumes  Plant Finder
p—

Lawns to Legumes Eligible Expenses Guide

The Lawns to Legumes program has requirements on the types of purchases that can be
“(%\3 O u r a r d eligible for reimbursement. Refer to the guide below when purchasing native plants and
™. S materi r pollinator habitat project. If you have any questions about whether a

CAN B I : I : purcha: ble, please email the L2L Helpline (12lhelp@bluethumb.org). Refer
to your

eements (emailed to you after you filled out the Confirmation Form)
for additional grant commitments,

i
e N the CHANGE Click here for a downloadable PDF version of this guide

my o foe #Lawns2 Legumes

BACK TO GRANTEE GUIDE

Native Plants and Seeds

To make the biggest impact for pollinators, Minnesota native plants and seeds should be the primary focus of your project. To be reimbursed, your project must involve the
addition of new native plants within the grant period. Non-native plants, hybrids, and cultivars are not reimbursable.

Eligible Minnesota native plants and seeds include:

bluethumb.org/lawns-to-legumes/eligible-expenses-guide/



Resources to help

Online Resources: Native Plant Nurseries List

Linked on the Grantee Guide

Find Minnesota
nurseries and retailers
that specialize in native
plants

Shopping from these
retailers is
recommended but not
required

Don’t have a nursery
near you? Many offer
delivery, and delivery
fees are reimbursable!

Elve

PLANTING FOR CLEAN

About  Blue Thumb Partnership  Learn

Facebook Instagram YouTube Metro Blooms Newsletter  English

Lawns to Legumes  Plant Finder

Minnesota Native Plant Nurseries and Retailers
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Minnesota has many native plant nurseries and retailers. We recommend sourcing
your native plants and seeds from within 175 miles of your project location to the
extent possible. If you don't have a native plant retailer near you, there are some
great nurseries in the state that offer shipping on online orders. Browse the list
below to find a native plant nursery near you.

If you're shopping in the spring, native plant sales are another great option for
finding plants. Check out our list of spring native plant sales in the Twin Cities Metro
and throughout Minnesota.

Your local Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) may sell native plants or trees
to residents during the spring, and some offer native garden kits. Check out your local
SWCD website for more details.

Wherever you shop, be sure to ask for native plants that are insecticide- and
neonicotinoid-free. Plants raised with these chemicals can be harmful to bees. Use these
tips for avoiding cultivars, nativars, and hybrids, which are not reimbursable.



The Hive: Community Forum for Grantees

Connect with each other in your
region’s “space”!

Share resources, get answers
from coaches, and get program
updates from Lawns to Legumes
staff.

Q  Search

i Home

Y Following

a» Members (170)

f5) Events

SPACES ¥

® L2L Announcements
2 Gardening Questions
€ Connect Hub

) Marketplace

+ CREATE SPACE

m BOARD OF W.
The ARD'SOIL RESOURCES

l '|VI ﬂ?,‘w

Where L2L grantees can BEE t,ogether!

THE L2L HIVE: Spring 2025 Grantees @»»D 1166

The Hive is a community platform for Spring 2025 Lawns to Legumes grantees. Connect, share resources,

get answers from coaches, and get program updates from L2L staff.

®

UPCOMING EVENTS CREATE EVENT + SEE ALL

L2L Kick-Off

; L2L Q+A Session
Webinar

February 10 at 6:00 PM CST February 17 at 6:00 PM CST



Optional Project Webinars

Pollinator Plantings Webinar Pollinator Lawns Webinar
e Monday, July 28, 6-7:30 pm e Monday, August 4, 6-7:30 pm
e Metro Blooms Design+Build e James Wolfin from Twin City Seed will talk
landscape designers Jennifer Ehlert through the steps of converting your turfgrass
and Rich Harrison will cover pocket lawn into a flowering bee lawn.

plantings, tree plantings, and
pollinator meadows.

L2L Pollinator L2L Pollinator
Plant.mgs Lawns Webinar
Webinar

Both webinars will be recorded and shared via email.



Resources to help

Online Resources: Planting Guides + Plant Lists

Blue Thumb Resources Page Bl A
. umb & s
e Plant Lists T ¥
Resources

e Design Templates
e Downloadable Guides

Project page.

Featured Resources

e Make sure to download
the Planting for
Pollinators Design

Guide!
e V E RY th O ro u g h PlantLists  DIYGuides Maintenance Info +Zines  Lawns to Legumes Guides
project guide made el

E Boulevard Template (Sunny)

for L2L grantees B oo i



Online Resources: Plan a Project Pages

Blue &
Step-by-step guidance from Thib 3

planning and design to 8
inStallation and maintenance Plan a Project For Pollinators & Clean Water

fo r . What type of pollinator habitat is the best fit for you and your yard? Explore the project types below to see what best suits your goals and space

ces

We recommend selecting a project type that meets your needs for your yard while supporting as many pollinator species as possible. But, don't bite off more than you can chew! It's better to have a

smaller, successful project than a bigger project that youTe unable to finish or maintain. Click on the project types below to learn more about the steps involved in each

Pocket Plantings

Turf Alternatives
Pollinator Meadows
Container Plantings
Native Trees and Shrubs
Shoreline Stabilization
Rain Gardens

Pocket Plantings




Online Resources: Plant Fi

Facebook Instagram  YouTube  Metro letter | English $

About  Blue Thumb Partnership  Learn  Lawns to Legumes m Q

e A search tool that helps
you find Minnesota Plant Finder

This tool contains information on plants native to MN that are generally commercially available. It is meant to help project planners identify plants that are most

M .
n a t I Ve p | a n tS b e St S u Ite d likely to thrive given each project’s unique mix of site characteristics and design criteria. It contains a number of optional filters to help select appropriate plants.

There is no need to mark every checkbox or define every range in each filter category; you can just use the filter categories that best help “define” your project
site and design intentions. Hover your mouse over a filter category for its definition, or Learn more about the terminology and data sources used by the Plant

to yo u r p roj ect typ e a n d Finder through the link below.
site conditions.
Enter a plant name to search (optional)

e Contains over 300

O Fern Q Sun O Dry
native plants typically it Brespls o
Coreopsis palmata

ilable in Minn

in prairies or perennial gardens. In part shade it will not bloom as well. Damper soils will encourage spreading by roots.

native plant nurseries

Plant Type. for>
Height 2feet

Light Exposure Sun

Soil Moisture oy Photo et innesot Naive Landcapes Cick o entrge)
Bloom Color Vellow

Pollinator Value: Very High

Flooding / Inundation Tolerance: Low Bloom Monihs June o Auguse

Genera Rsitence 7 Polintor Benefit Insect Polinted, Provides Nectar,Stem Nesting, Supports Generasts
Satt Toterance None

Stress Tolerance Drought Tolerant Fire Tolerant

Project Planning




Online Learning Series + Live Workshops

Sign up for the free Resilient
Yards Online Learning Series for
in-depth, video-based courses
covering rain gardens, turf
alternatives, seed saving, and
shoreline plantings.

Live Blue Thumb workshops are
a reimbursable expense!

Edue

PLANTIN

Workshops & Online Learning

Facebook  Instagram  YouTube  Metro Blooms Newsletter | English

About  Blue Thumb Partnership Learn Lawns to Legumes  Plant Finder

Beautify your landscape while planting for clean water and pollinator habitat.

Resilient Yards workshops give participants the skills to create their own rain gardens, native plantings, pollinator habitat, and more. Use our free online learning series, register for a live virtual

wiorkshop, or do both!

Register for the FREE Resilient Yards online learning
series

Series

Fill out the form below to gain immediate access to our Resilient Yards Online Learning Series,
FREE to all Minnesota residents. The series contains four courses: Resilient Yards, Turf
Alternatives, and our new Seed Saving and Resilient Shorelines courses. If you've already signed
up for the Online Learning Series, the new Seed Saving and Resilient Shorelines will
automatically appear when you log in to your account.

All courses contain video lessons written and delivered by experts in the field and numerous do
it-yourself resources that will guide you through each step of your own planting project.

First Name equres Last Name fSegurest

Address fequieg

Street Address

Manesota

Register for a virtual consultation with a landscape expert

If you find yourself wanting to take the next step after completing these courses, we recommend
that you sign-up for one of our live workshops, which you can leam more about below. AlL of our
live workshops include 1-on-1 Q&A time with a professional landscape designer. All workshop
registrants are automatically enrolled in the Resilient Yard Online Learning Series as well

Our live workshops are complete for the spring season. Check back in the fall for more workshop
offerings!
Show events matching: | Search.
July 2024
Thursday July 25
5:30 pm

Rain Garden Maintenance Workshop: St. Louis Park
Willow Park, 2500 Rhade Istand Ave 5, St Louis Park, Minnesota, 55426, United States



Coaching

Coaching Interest Survey

e In early August, we will be emailing you an optional coaching
interest survey. Please fill it out if you would like to be matched with
a volunteer coach.

e We have a limited number of coaches, so encourage grantees
who are who are first-time gardeners or don’t have much
experience gardening with perennial plants to request a coach.

Coaching Expectations

e You will have the opportunity to request a coach and our team will
facilitate connecting you and your coach.

e You may be connecting with your coach via phone or email, so be
sure to check your spam folder!

e \Volunteer coaches can offer 2-3 hours of their time via phone,
Zoom, and/or email




Submit your reimbursement request

Lawns to Legumes Grant Basics

Steps to a successful grant project:

V Confirm participation in program
V Plan your project

V Install your project

V Resources to help

your ya]_"d A Submit your reimbursement request
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Submit your reimbursement request

Submitting a Reimbursement Request

Submit your reimbursement request after
your project is fully installed.

You can be reimbursed up to $400 for
eligible expenses.

The reimbursement request form will be
open for fall grantees in mid-August —
you’ll be notified by email with a link to
the form.




Submit your reimbursement request

4 things you need for your reimbursement request:

My Ny

Iltemized receipts

Before and after photos
Approximate size of your
project (square feet or acres)
Number of hours spent on your
project and total spending
amount on your project




Eligible Expenses

IMPORTANT: Look at the Eligible Expenses
Guide before making project purchases!

Native plants, trees and shrubs or bee
lawn seed

Wood mulch, compost, edging (not soil)
Delivery fees

Contractor installation or DIY equipment
rental

For container gardens or raised bed
projects only: Soil, planters or raised
bed materials (up to $100).

Submit your reimbursement request

6' . Fasbook Instagram  YouTube  Metro Blooms Newslefter English

T‘ﬂﬂ"" About  Blue Thumb Partnership Learn  Lawns to Legumes Plant Finder

—
T

Lawns to Legumes Eligible Expenses Guide

&= your yard
/@@ CNBEE ©
20 Y% e CHANGE o
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ve any questiol
e L2L Helpline (12lhelp@b q). Refer
ailed to you after you filled out the Confirmation Form)

BACK TO GRANTEE GUIDE

Native Plants and Seeds

To make the biggest impact for pollinators, Minnesota native plants and seeds should be the prim; ryf s of your project. To be reimbursed, your project must involve the
addition of new native plants within the grant period. Non m ts, hybrids, and cultiv ot reimbursable.

Eligible Minnesota native plants and seeds include:

bluethumb.org/lawns-to-legumes/eligible-expenses-guide/



Eligible Expenses

To find out whether a plant is native to
Minnesota, use these tools:

Minnesota Wildflowers database
(minnesotawildflowers.info)
USDA PLANTS Database
(plants.usda.gov/home)

Blue Thumb Plant Finder
(bluethumb.org/plants) - not an
exhaustive database

Submit your reimbursement request

Plantname:[ || search
o or try: advanced plant search

Minnesota

Wildflowers Do
Share: 'i a E

a field guide to the flora of Minnesota

| What's Blooming

Minnesota Wildflowers:
A Project for Environmental Justice

News & Announcements

+ The 2023 Minnesota Wildflowers
Annual Report is available for

| Plants by Name

download
‘ Flowers by Color Here you'll find photos and information about wild plants that grow in . 0
Minnesota, both native and non-native. More than just wildflowers, we also | * Getour mobile app!
‘ Trees include trees, shrubs, vines, ferns and fern allies, grasses, sedges and Latest updates
shrubs tushes, and aquatics. + Mousetail
Our mission is to educate Minnesotans on our native plants, raise « Virginia Mountain Mint
QSDA United States Department of Agriculture * Mayapple
SRR \7'ure! Resources Conservation Service + Eastern Green Violet
» Sand Violet
Home  Topics  Team Downloads ~ Partners  Related Tools Help 5t

Basic Search You are here: Home

Release Notes

Find a plant...

PLANTS Database

Plant List o€ A#=ikitan Maman Tavanama and Cumbala

Scientific Name ~

Characteristics Search
Duration Search

Fact Sheets/Plant Guides
Group Search

Growth Habit Search
Image Search
Invasive/Noxious Search
Rarity Search

State Search PLANTING F0
Wetland Search

Facebook Instagram  YouTube  Metro Blooms Newsletter | English

About  Blue Thumb Partnership  Learn  Lawns to Legumes  Plant Finder

The PLANTS C we
hornworts, anc T‘i Um

Plant Finder

This tool contains information on plants native to MN that are generally commercially available. It is meant to help project planners identify plants that are
most likely to thrive given each project’s unique mix of site characteristics and design criteria. It contains a number of optional filters to help select appropriate
plants. There is no need to mark every checkbox or define every range in each flter category; you can just use the filter categories that best help “define” your
project site and design intentions. Hover your mouse over a filter category for its defintion, or lear more about the terminology and data sources used by the
Plant Finder through the link below.

ABOUT THE PLANT FINDER MAP OF MN ECOREGIONS MN NATIVE PLANT NURSERIES

Enter a plant name to search (optional)

Plant Type Height Light Exposure Soil Moisture
O Fen asun ooy
O Forb 0-1ofeet O Part Sun O Medium

O Grass 0 Shade O Wet



http://www.minnesotawildflowers.info
http://plants.usda.gov/home
http://www.bluethumb.org/plants

Submit your reimbursement request

Eligible Expenses: Watch out for cultivars!

Cultivars, nativars, and hybrids are not

reimbursable under Lawns to Legumes,

apart from a few exceptions noted in
the Eligible Expenses Guide.

See our Native Plants vs. Cultivars
handout on the Grantee Guide for tips
on telling them apart.

Shop from a nursery knowledgeable in
native plants, and ask staff for help.
When in doubt, email the L2L Helpline
(I2lhelp@bluethumb.org)

Native plants vs cultivars/hybrids

Identifying cultivars
« Cultivars usually have single quotes around their name
« Hybrids have an “X” in their name
« Check the plant tag! Look for whimsical names
« Shop at a native plant nursery instead of a chain store

Examples of cultivars/hybrids
« Gaillardia 'Spintop Orange Halo'

« Spintop Orange Halo Blanket Flower 6‘“C L@

« Gaillardia X grandiflora T““"‘

Cultivar
‘Cinderella’
Butterfly Flower

k cultivar of Swamp Milkweed

Native

Butterfly Weed
(Asclepias tuberosa)

(Asclepias incarnata)


mailto:l2lhelp@bluethumb.org

Submit your reimbursement request

~~order Invoice
Aprts

Receipts

BILLED TO:

e Lawns to Legumes can only reimburse
purchases made on or after the day you
were awarded your grant (June 16, 2025).

e Make sure that your receipt or invoice
photo is readable and shows key details X
(date, retailer name, item names, and 52 | e
total) so that staff can review your request.

e |f your receipt includes purchases that are
not part of your L2L project, circle or
highlight the purchases you are requesting
reimbursement for.

mother s eorttys Qardens

-



Submit your reimbursement request

Receipts
e Ideally, your receipt will be itemized r el gg .
(i.e., lists the name of each item g E*
purchased). If your receipt does not e = E %f
show the names of the plants or =
materials you purchased, please

METRO AREA TAX FOR HOUSING $0.92
(0.25%)

also submit a photo of your plant

Transaction Record
Visa Purchase $3990.86

tags or a written list of the plant/item =

AUTH: 023420
May 01,2024, 03:40 PM

2
£

1D
SOURCE. Chip

names purchased.

(A0000000031010)
Verified by signature

May 01,2024,03:40 PM
R -1081

erican Plum - My i & .a

Prunus americana

=
=
=




Submit your reimbursement request

Before and After Photos

Before photos

e 1-4 simple shots from far enough away to establish
some context
e Make a note of where you took your photo from

After photos

e Take from the same general location and vantage
point as your “before” pictures so they are easy to
compare

e Your project might not be “beautiful” yet, we just need
to see the components of your project you are asking
to be reimbursed (plants, seeded area or sprouting
seeds, other eligible materials).



Submit your reimbursement request

Track your Spending + Time

i
A

Spending ¥

e Track the total expenses spent on your project, including
any expenses beyond the amount you request
reimbursement for. (This will help us demonstrate the
many outcomes of the Lawns to Legumes program!)

Time

e Grantees are expected to spend at least 2 hours of time
on their projects. This includes time spent watching the
L2L Kick-Off Webinar and planning. You will need to
share the total number of hours you spent on your
project.




Other Lawns to Legumes Commitments

The following actions are strongly encouraged
but not required for reimbursement:

e Native plants are sourced from within “175
miles of your location

e Verify that your plants are free from
systemic pesticides

e Pesticide and herbicide are not applied on
the project site (this harms pollinators)

e Following through with project
maintenance (weeding and watering)




Lawns to Legumes Grant Basics

Steps to a successful grant project:

[S{ Confirm participation in program
Plan your project

V Install your project

s € y Resources to help

your ya]_"d [{ Submit your reimbursement request

CANBEE 9
the CHANGE Overview of project timeline + final reminders

#lawns2 Legumes




Program Timeline

Monday, July 21, 6-7:00 pm: Optional Q+A
Session via Zoom

Monday, July 28, 6-7:30 pm: Optional
Pollinator Plantings Project webinar
Monday, August 4, 6-7:30 pm: Optional
Pollinator Lawns Project webinar




Program Timeline

e Coach interest survey in early August

e November 30, 2025: Project Deadline,
reimbursement request must be submitted
with all supporting documents by this time
o Following reimbursement submissions, we’ll

mail you a L2L yard sign!

e Can’t make the deadline? Request an
extension by emailing
1I2lhelp@bluethumb.org




Program Timeline

A suggested project
timeline and
one-page checklist
can be found on the
Grantee Guide!

Example Lawns to Legumes Project Timeline (Fall Grant)

June + July

Confirm your grant
award by July 16

Review grant
information and watch
the optional Kick-Off,
Q+A, and project
webinars

Request a coach
(watch your email for
the request form)

#Lawns2l egumes

August

Plan your project
(choose location, pre-
order plants, etc.)

If you have a coach,
start discussing ideas

Reimbursement
Request form opens
in mid-August (fill out
after completing your
project)

September

Purchase plants and
materials, keep
receipts

Take “before” photos

Plant between late
August and early
October (at least 6-8
weeks before the first

frost)

October

Complete your
project

Take “after” photos

Care for your installed
project by watering
regularly until the
ground freezes in fall
(1inch a week when
no rain)

November

Fill out
Reimbursement
Request form when
your project is
complete (deadline is
November 30)



Lawns to Legumes Q+A Session

Monday, July 21, 6-7 pm, Zoom

e Submit your questions in this webinar Q+A or email them to the L2L Helpline:
|I2lhelp@bluethumb.org

e Check the FAQ at the bottom of the Grantee Guide first!

e The session will be recorded

L2L Q+A Session



mailto:l2lhelp@bluethumb.org

When in doubt...

Go to these three places for help!

Blue, 4

Thum v

About  Blue Thumb Partnership  Learn [FEICHILIPRILNS

About + Apply

Grantee Guide

aching Information

Are you a Lawns to Legumes grantee? This guide is for you!

+ Confirm your participation n the programi Follow the link that was emaited to you t

+ Before you start your project, remember to take "before” phatos of your project area.

0 take ‘after” images once your project s
+ Attend a grantee training webinar (you will be emaled details) or watch a webinar

below). The Fall 2024 webinar recording will be avalable atter July 17th.
+ Review reimbursable project expenses in the Eligible Expenses Guide.

+ All grantees will have access to The Hivel"The Hive s a new community platform f

+ Bead the quide below! If vou'd prefer to downlgad 3 rin e click

1- Grantee Guide

< MyDashboard

Q search

H Home
% Following
2% Members (303)

) Events

SPACES -
® L2L Announcements
G2 Northern MN Cohort
G2 Central MN Cohort
G2 Metro Cohort

G2 Southern MN Cohort

<+ CREATE SPACE

THE L2L HIVE: Fall 2024 Grantees

The

THE L2L HIVE: Fall 2024 Grantees

®

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 17 at 12:00 PM CDT

Lawns to Legumes Kick-Off Webinar

HIVE

L J
Where L2L grantees can BEE together!

CREATE EVENT +

L2L Q+A Session

July 232t 12:00 PM COT

Lawns to Legumes Q+A Session

2 - The Hive

PLANTING FOR CLEAN WATER®

3 - Email the L2L Helpline
(I2Ihelp@bluethumb.org)



Thank You!




