/ Choose plant species

o

,/

that attract native
wasps which prey on
pests, such as
rattlesnake master,
black-eyed Susan,
purple prairie clover,
‘\and golden Alexander./

COMPANION PLANTING FOR PESTS

Make a plan that deters insect pests and invites predators that reduce insect pests.
You can look up the soil and sun conditions for plants on Blue Thumb Plant Finder.
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White flowering
species such as Prairie
Onion, Rattlesnake
Master and Mountain
Mint attract parasitoid
wasps, predatory
beetles, and a wide
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Y ':' “Trap crops” are where you plant for the \
V| critters that are eating your veggies. Pick |
. . [ !
This helps us avoid {1 plants that are more interesting to the i
pestl_czldes Whéle ‘r’;’e redléc(:)e ! E pest and think about location and access !
1 1
ﬁ]eilsl'icC:rr:speocl;frs].dsaocf pii?{cides ! for the pests. You can plant these in a !
are sprayed on lawns and i i devoted area of your garden or alongside i
gardens in the US. 11 your food plants. :
Everything we put in our P! i
gardens and lawns ends up i i Planting species to attract pests i
flowing into storm drains ! i encourages them to not bother your other !
and eventually into our i i plants. You can also plant species that i
rivers and lakes. /| attract the predators of those pests. i
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\ Plants with shallow A l/ Yarrow and Boneset can deter squash
i :' nectaries — where 1 I bugs, acritter that will eat squash i
1 1 y
i E pollinators don’t need long ! E plaqts. Yarrow’s scent keep_s away i
| 1 mouthparts to access L qphlds and attracts helpful insects :
i I nectar —include anise i | like ladybugs, native wasps, :
1 . .
E E hyssop, lance-leaf i i lacewings, a|_1d hoverfly assassin i
I 1 coreopsis, and golden : l‘\ bugs. These insects also reduce I
“ E Alexanders. These plants | \_ aphlds ,/'
I attract hover flies, tachinid i """"""""""""""""""
i flies, and gentle parasitoid 1
l‘ wasps, all of which help |} N
\ \reduce pest populations. /' '/ Bunch-forming \
o grasses provide i
! refuge for !
i beetles that feed |
1 . 1
: on aphids, !
| mealybugs, |
i caterpillars, i
: grubs, and more. !
] Taller grasses |
i invite hawks and i
! furry crittersas |
\ weu./’

variety of bees. These
are helpful insects
that reduce how many
pests we have in a
garden.
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Protect it. Pass it on.
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